[Immunologic behavior of human tracheal transplants].
In this study we tried to investigate the antigenicity of human tracheal allografts. We found transplantation antigens in the mucosa and the mixed glands using monoclonal antibodies in an indirect immunoperoxidase method. However these antigens were able to be destroyed with a chemical preservation procedure. The diminution of the antigenicity could be also achieved in a tracheal transplant human recipient. These results show that the preserved trachea may be immunologically a suitable material for reconstruction in surgery of the trachea.